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Online Education. Myths and facts

Impacts of Covid-19 on Education System in India

Mr. Avinash Vittalrao Kharat

Director of Physical Education

Sant Bhagwan Baba Kala Mahavidyalaya, Sindkhed Raja
akharat990(@gmail.com

. Introduction

~ The COVID-19 pandemic has also had a severe impact on higher education as
UMVersities closed their premises and countries shut their borders in responsd to
¢ ‘ockdOWn measurss. Although higher education institutions were quick to replace
face-to-face 1&“,,,3‘5 with online Jeaming, these closures affected learning and
CXeminations as well as the safety and legal St2S of international students in their

host country. Perhaps most importantly, the crisis raises questions about the value

offered by a university education which includes networking and social opportunities

as well as educational content.

The pandemic posed scveral challenges in public and private schools which
included an expected rise in dropouts, learning losses, and increase in digital dw@e.
The pandemic also called into question the readiness of the systems, including
teachers to address such a crisis and sustainability of private schools. However,
COVID-19 also acted as a catalyst for dig:tal adoption in school education. With

schools reopening in many states, it is important that a careful strategy is built in to
smoothen the transition of children back 10 schoo! afier more than 15 months of home-

| based learning. This transition has to consider the learning losses which had happened
® over the previous year as well ke 3 futunsic approach 1o build a resilient system
which can withstand any future shocks. To remain relevant, universities will need to

reinvent their learning cavironments 50 that digialization expands and complements
student-teacher and other relationships. Reopening schools and universities will bing

‘ benefits to students and éﬂ: (% cconomy. In addition, reopening
’ m&ﬁiimwmwmmwm‘m&mwmwwrmmto
work, Those benefits, however, must be carefully weighed against the health risks and

the requirement o mingate the toll of the pandemic. ”

The neod for such tradeoffs calls for susained and effective coordination
between education and public heakth authoritics at different levels of government,
cnhanced by local participation and autocomy, tailormg responses to the local context.
Several sieps can be taken 1o manage the nsks and irade-offs, including physical
distanci~g mc.-ures, cstabluhing hypieme  prolocols, revieng  personnel  and
stieadice s, aod wvestmg w stall mning oo appropnate measures 1o cope
with the v 28
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mpact on Teachers and Students

Teachers ang students are fac

home, & Yack of bacie fanit:y: , ,
leaching, were f-h.asu% facilities, external distraction and family interruption during
major issues noticed. Educational institution support barmiers such as

the budge ; £
Bl purchasing advanced technologies, a lack of training, 2 Jack of technical

support and o ed
a \aCk of C‘ + , , » il [ wachers also face

) . ant ' e also noticed. Teache

\ccbmca\ (\\mc\m anty and direction wer

1t included 1e8, The difficulties were gmup"‘]_ under  lack of i fglfﬁ)‘zri)’:t’

| ¢d a Yack of technical infrastructure, limited awarencss of ,,qlme o of
P aton\m and secunty concerns, Teachers’ pcrsonal problcrm; inc;lud'mi!, a lack of
.\.echmc,a\ knowledge, course integration with technology are damper their engagement
m online teaching, j

ing many hurdles during online education. At

Myths

1. Employers don’t value online degrees: When online learning was prand nev,
employers might have felt wary especially in industries where a degree 15 2
nonnegotiable qualification, such as education or healthcare. But for sever?l years
the popularity of online learning has been growing and what once seemed novel 18

1
downright common. There are some cases where an employer might even consider
an online education more valuable. '

The virtual classroom simulates many of the modem technologies used in
the workplace. It’s not uncommon for colleagues to communicate and collaborate

online, so your online learning expenence could prepare you for that interaction.

3. Technology and the internet distract students: The use of technology, such as
laptops and phones distract students, and the internet cannot provide a classroom
" like an environment where students can learn without unnecessary interruptions.

Students are tempted to pursue other digital activities during online lectures and
they miss out on important topics. Social media, notification alerts, recommended
youTube videos, and other digital distractions shake up their concentration and

divide their attention.

Fact: If a student can concentrate in a traditional classroom, there.is nothing that
can stop him to focus on online lectures. He needs the same amount of
concentration and patience to learn online. Students can focus better in online
classes because they are in a comfortable zone, not surrounded by their friends
and they know that they are there to study. The Internet makes the learnin oss

0
fun and engaging. § progess

3. Virtual classrooms are a one-way street: It is imagined that in online classes, the
teacher switches on the camera and the microphone, gives a lecture ass,i S
‘homework and leaves. However, Prof. Dr Sugata Mitra has somethin’g elseg?o
suggest. According to his Self Organised Learning (SOL) theory, children with

computer and internet access can actuslly learn better and qui T
chance and guided properly. quicker if given a
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ity of aski‘;:“pmam“«j’ lf they're asked the right question. Certainly, this
?’laceynt o 8 @ question is done by the teacher and finding the right or right
od) swer 19 a task of students, so how can it be called a one-way street”

T‘hxs small example shows that not depending solely on the educator, online
classes can be way more than just a lecture,

. Pempa\ attention by educator towards their pupil is lost online: Pargnts
worrying about their child's personal attention time with their teacher is natural. If
one notices a kid blankly staring, at the screen without comprehending anything of
not being able 1o pay attention to the classes, it's good to address those issues 10
the teacher immediately. To solve such matters, educators have begun 10 hold

virtual pareni-teacher meetings quite frequently these days. Honestly, these 7€ e

times to build trust amongst parents and the school the teacher has e’nnugh
experience to analyze even in online class whether the lesson is comprchcnsxb!e or
not. The online curriculum is built on the basis of all the shortcomings and flaws of
virtual presence and just transforming the same physical classroom syllabus onto
the virtual one.

5. Online courses offer no interaction with fellow students: Tt’s true that many

- students have found online courses to be more isolating than classrooms. However,

" this is often the result of the course design, rather than an inherent flaw in online
education. Online collaborative projects, and group webinars are all positive ways
fellow students can interact with each other during an online course. While it can
be awkward for students to break the ice, with the right incentives many students
find more confidence expressing themselves in writing than in words. This may
make online education more comfortable way for introverts to bond with their
classmates than traditional classrooms. i

6. The teachers who teach online are not subject experts: They are unqualified
and ineligible to teach in a real school or university and have therefore chosen to
teach in virtual classrooms. Learners believe that students in traditional classrooms
receive an inherently better education from real professors than online students.

Fact: There is no difference between an online instructor and a teacher in a
traditional classroom. Online teachers can have in-depth subject knowledge and
excellent communication skills.

. Therg are always some guardians who believe that the teacher is taking a
holiday and it is they who have to make their ward study. It is untrue! These
tcachzrs'taught throughout their lives on a black/whiteboard, being ph.ysicall
present in front of their students and looking at their innocent faces to anal .
what more needs to be done from the expressions. Now, they had to overnight tﬁ
to computfer screens, start from scratch, leam how to start Zoom call d
overwork in order to prepare for the long classes. All this so they could contisr,minto

teach their students. It is the time to su g
X B A 2 pport the teaching communi -
question them unnecessarily. d g community, not doubs or

176
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/ I1. Conclusion

India is not fully equipped to make education reach all comers of the nation via
/ dgial platforms. The students who aren’t privileged like the others will S}'lffcr d.“?t“])
/ the present choice of digital platforms. The priority should be to utiize digita
/ tcc:hnology o create an advantageous position for millions of young REHESE [ndmi
Itis need of the hour for the educational institutions to strengthen thcir'knowlcd(gc ]a;zt
1‘.‘“““"‘“0“ Technology infrastructure to be ready for facing CoVID-19 !' tc
Situations. Bven if the COVID-19 crisis stretches longer, there is an urgent nccﬂ "
take efforts on maximum utilization of online platforms. In this sense, the pandemic 15
also a call to renew the commitment to the Sustainable Development Goals. Ensurlgij
that all young people have the opportunity to succeed at school and develop &2 )
knowledge, skills, attitudes and values that will allow them to contribute 10 S-OC]e%'é
al the heart of the global agenda and education’s promise to our future society. e
current crisis has tested our ability to deal with large-scale disruptions. It is now up
s 1o build as its legacy a more resilient society.
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